(As the house lights dim, the CAST enters.)

SCENE ONE

JESUS
My name is known: God and King. I am most in majesty, in
whom no beginning may be and no end. Highest in potency I
am, and have been ever. I have made stars and planets in their
courses to go. I have made a moon for the night and a sun to
light the day also. I have made earth where trees and grasses
spring, beasts and fowl, both great and small, all thrive and have
my liking. I have made all of nothing for Man’s sustenation, and
of this pleasant garden that I have mostly goodly planted, I will
make him Gardener for his own recreation.

(They freeze. Suddenly the sound of a shofar is heard from
the back of the theater. JOHN THE BAPTIST enters blowing
the shofar, he sings as he slowly makes his way towards

the stage.)
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(The OTHERS regard JOHN as he approaches the stage.
He carries a plastic bucket with a wet sponge inside it.)
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(The CAST erupts into cheers and leaps of joys. The lights
become full of color and intensity. It is as if a black-and-white
film has suddenly turned into color. During the following, JOHN
comes onstage and each CAST MEMBER comes foward in turn to
be baptized by JOHN in an individual and amusing way.)
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(As the last note is sung, JOHN turns and begins an
impassioned sermon to the audience, not noticing JESUS.
JESUS watches JOHN curiously during his sermon.)

JOHN THE BAPTIST
You vipers’ brood! Who warned you to escape from the
coming retribution? Then prove your repentance by the
fruit it bears; and do not presume to say to yourselves, “We
have Abraham for our father.” I tell you that God can make
children for Abraham out of these stones here. Already the
ax is laid to the roots of the trees; and every tree that fails
to produce good fruit is cut down and thrown on the fire. I
baptize you with water, for repentance sake...

(JESUS picks up the baptismal bucket and looks at it
curiously as JOHN continues.)

But he who comes after me is mightier than I. I am not fit to
take off his shoes.

(JESUS lifts up one of his shoeless feet and looks at it.)

He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.




(JOHN turns and sees JESUS standing there, holding out the
baptismal bucket. JOHN is surprised to see JESUS.)

(JOHN THE BAPTIST)
Do you come to me?

JESUS
Yeah, I wanna get washed up.

JOHN THE BAPTIST
(kneels reverently before JESUS)
I need to be baptized by you.

JESUS
(gently brings JOHN back to his feet)
No, no. Let it be so for the present. We do well now to
conform with all that God requires.

(During the following, as JESUS sings, JOHN baptizes him
by giving him a light sponge bath. JESUS seems to have
the freshness and simplicity of a newborn. Throughout the
following the rest of the CAST looks through an old trunk
upstage, sorting through various clothes and props.)
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Faster tempo (The music becomes more rhythmic. JESUS calls his followers

to him. They each greet him in an individual and distinct way.)
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(The CAST has changed their clothes and

now wears brightly-colored costumes.) oty
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Slower J: 132 (As they sing, JOHN gets the rest of

T JESUS’ clothes and helps him to dress.)
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(During the following they establish the set of the show.)
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(During the following, JESUS gives the others an insignia
to show they are his “apostles”: a costume piece, badge, or
make-up on their faces, etc.)

JESUS
Now, do not suppose that I have come to abolish the Law and
the prophets. I did not come to abolish but to complete. I tell
you this: So long as heaven and earth endure not a letter, not
a stroke will disappear from the Law until all that must happen
has happened. If any man, therefore, sets aside even the least
of the Law’s demands he will have the lowest place in the
kingdom of Heaven.

(A disappointed reaction from ALL.)
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(JESUS)
But he who keeps the law and teaches others so, he will have
the highest place in the kingdom of Heaven.

(A joyous reaction from ALL.)

SCENE TWO

(JESUS)
There once was a judge...

(JESUS selects a CAST MEMBER to play the JUDGE.)

...Who cared nothing for God nor man... And in the same
town there was a widow...

(JESUS now selects another CAST MEMBER to play the
WIDOW.)

...who constantly came before him demanding justice against
her rival. For a long time he refused, but in the end he said to
himself...

JUDGE
“True. I care nothing for God nor man. But this widow is so
great a nuisance, I will see her righted before she wears me out
with her persistence.”

JESUS
You hear what the unjust judge says: And will not God
vindicate his chosen, who cry out to him day and night while
he sits listening patiently to them?

OTHERS
Will he, Jesus? Will he, will he? (et al)

JESUS
I tell you, he will vindicate them, soon enough.

OTHERS
Yay!

(JESUS selects a NARRATOR for the next parable.)
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